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Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior  

Group Parish Council 
 

Draft Minutes  

of the extra Ordinary Meeting of the Group Parish Council  

Wednesday 1st February 2023 at 7.30pm in Stoke Prior Village Hall 

Present: Cllr. Ken Bemand Cllr. Hugh Fowler-Wright (Chairman) 
 Cllr. Tim Yair Cllr. Ritchie Thomas 
 Cllr. Jeanette Fulwood Cllr. Gill Stovold 
 Cllr. Chris Marston Cllr. Richard Collins 
 Cllr. Will Jackson Cllr Anne Grace (from item23/23) 
     
Clerk & RFO: Allan Drew 
17 residents were present 

 

17/23 Apologies for absence 

Councillor Wilson sent her apologies, which Council accepted 

18/23 Declaration of interests and dispensations 

Cllr. Bemand made a declaration on the basis that he transacted business with Bowley Court farm.  Council 
agreed a dispensation allowing Cllr. Bemand to speak about application 223610 but he would not be able to 
vote in connection with the application. 

19/23 Matters for report arising not covered elsewhere on the agenda. 

The Chairman announced that- 

• The War memorial had been somewhat damaged by a large vehicle manoeuvring over the traffic island.  
Fortunately none of the plaques had been damaged and further inspection would inform what remedial 
work was required. 

• The Wildlife Café on would be held on Saturday 11 February at 9.30am, Risbury Village Hall and all 
residents are welcome to attend 

20/23 Chairman’s announcements 

The Chairman had no further comments 

21/23 Public participation 

 Under Standing Order 8, any member of the public may make a statement or give evidence to the meeting on 
any business to be transacted or any other business, and ask or answer questions. At the discretion of the 
Chairman such participation may be permitted under the relevant agenda item. 
No resident raised issues. 

 
22/23 To fill the vacancy arising from the resignation of Cllr. Burge  

The Clerk outlined the co-option process and there had been only one application, that from Mrs Anne Grace, to 
fill the vacancy.  Mrs. Grace gave a brief summary of her reasons for joining the Council and her background as 
a Customer Service professional in the construction industry. 

 The vote was duly held and the Chairman announced that Mrs Grace was unanimously elected as a Member of 
the Council.  She signed her Acceptance of Office and received her Declaration of Interests form and then 
joined the Council. 

 
23/23 New planning applications for comment by Council  

Ford & Stoke Prior  
230076 Ashwood House Stoke Prior Leominster HR6 0LG. 
Proposed detached garage to include garden room with home office above. 
The applicants were present and outlined their application including some “future proofing for electric car 
charging and solar panels”.  The applicants confirmed that this application replaced a previously approved 
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application for construction of a garage which would now not be built.  The Chairman invited residents to 
comment if they wished but no comments were made.   
Council asked a number of questions- 
Had pre-application advice been sought? No, it had not. 
The building seemed unusually large for the purpose described.  The applicants confirmed that the proposal 
would not be a dwelling and would not have water nor drainage. 
Is the height of the building comparable with that of the main dwelling?  It is somewhat lower than the dwelling 
house. 
Is there any information about the volumetric increase as a result of this application? No information had been 
provided by the architect. 
 
The Chairman commented that, although this was a substantial development, the site was large. 
 
Council supported the application and the Clerk submitted the following comments- 
 

230076, Ashwood House, Stoke Prior HR6 0LG. 
Proposed detached garage to include garden room with home office above. 
 
Humber Ford & Stoke Prior Group Parish Council discussed this application at its meeting on Wednesday 1 
February 2023. The applicants were present and were able to answer questions raised by Members.  The 
development will support the applicants living and working from home (NDP policies HFSP1, HFSP8 and HFSP12 
are all pertinent). Council was initially surprised by the scale of the proposed development particularly the two-
storey home office/garden room.  Combined, this part of the proposal would appear to have around 70sq. m of 
floor area with the garage adding a further 36 sq. m and the store approximately 18 sq. m.  In total the 
proposal adds 124sq. m to Ashwood House, which Members commented could be seen as a small house in its 
own right.  However, the plot is sizeable and if a condition was inserted ensuring that the proposal could never 
be a dwelling house then Council fully SUPPORTS the application.  
It was noted that there were no finishes specified for the proposal nor any drainage (run off) measures 
described but Council assumes that the planning officer will add appropriate conditions in these matters should 
consent be granted. 
 
     
223610 Land 1km North of Unit 1 Bowley Court Farm Hope-Under-Dinmore Leominster HR6 0PL.  
Change of use from a water storage lagoon to a water and anaerobic digestate storage lagoon 
(retrospective). 
The applicant Ms Mercer was present and explained the background to the application.  Originally intended as a 
fresh water storage area to support a soft fruit growing project, it became clear that such a project was not 
viable post Brexit.  The project was abandoned and resulting from a change of Environment Agency (EA) rules 
on spreading digestate it became clear that more digestate storage would be required.  The existing lagoon was 
then re-purposed to store digestate arising from the existing anaerobic digester.  The lagoon liner used was 
suitable for storing digestate and slurry.  The EA also advised that a planning application should be submitted to 
Herefordshire Council to cover change of use. 
 
The residents present then made their comments, including- 

• Original consent forbade holding of slurry in the lagoon and it should not be within 400m of a protected 
building but both these conditions have been broken. 

• This “change of use” was first reported to Herefordshire Council in 2020 and enforcement action should 
have been taken at that point. 

• No permit has been requested from the EA to support the change of use. 

• There has been no consultation with residents until now and there have been no wildlife surveys to 
establish if the change of use has had an effect. 

• Residents close to the lagoon experience noise and ammonia smells when the wind blows from a westerly 
direction. 

• Hardly any notice has been given to residents of these proposals. 

• Although there has been much consultation with the EA there has been no consultation with 
residents/neighbours. 

 
 

Ms Mercer confirmed that there was no pumps or aerators running in the lagoon.  Also that a cover would be 
installed by 2025 assuming this application is approved.  She apologised to residents for not starting local 
consultation earlier also confirmed that planting as designed had been completed. 
 
Council then discussed the application- 
Herefordshire Planning has not acquitted itself well in this case by- 
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• Not enforcing the change of use when first drawn to their attention some years previously 

• Mishandling the application such that it was sent to the wrong Parish for comment 

• The case officer is on several months leave of absence and is not available to deal with any issues raised 
by residents, applicant or Council. 

It would have to be confirmed that the liner is suitable for this application. 
Will there be any additional traffic movements arising from this application? 
Much of the information around this case is technical and beyond the remit of Council to comment on with any 
expertise.  However, this proposal appears to be the best option since something has to be agreed to regularise 
the situation. 
 
Cllr. Marston raised the issue about the absence of an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) but the Clerk 
had found on checking that the relevant legislation had been revoked in 2017.  However, Cllr. Marston later 
contacted the Clerk with a legislation reference that showed that EIAs had been carried forward into Town and 
Country Planning Regs 2017, updated May 2020.  On the basis of this information the Clerk contacted a 
planning consultant and received advice that the application was probably incomplete in that- 

• No EIA had been provided.  At the very least a formal reason why an EIA was not necessary should 
have been stated but was not. 

• Since the setting of the listed buildings close to the site is a material matter Historic England should 
have been a consultee.   

There appears to be additional failures in Herefordshire Planning in that the above points were not considered. 
        

Resulting from the above discussion and subsequent research the following comments were submitted- 

223610 - Land 1km North of Unit 1 Bowley Court Farm Hope-Under-Dinmore Leominster HR6 0PL.  

Change of use from a water storage lagoon to a water and anaerobic digestate storage lagoon (retrospective). 

Humber Ford & Stoke Prior Group Parish Council discussed this application at its meeting on Wednesday 1 
February 2023. Approximately 17 residents attended this meeting to hear the applicant, Ms Samantha Mercer, 
present the case in favour of the application.  Both Council and residents were concerned that the issues raised 
by this application were rather technical in nature and there was doubt that there was sufficient expertise in the 
room to make an informed judgement.  However, a number of issues emerged during the discussion- 

•   In terms of material matters Council (NDP policy HFSP16 is extremely pertinent) noted that the original 
purpose of the lagoon was to store fresh water extracted from the River Lugg (172022).  The Officers Report 
with application 172022 said that the lagoon would “not be used for the storage of slurry…or waste”. This 
application obviously breaches this requirement. 

•   There are three grade 2 listed buildings at Wickton Court within a few hundred metres of the lagoon.  
Council was surprised that Historic England has not been included in the consultees list as the setting of 
these listed buildings is affected by this application. 

•   The development site is at a high point (about 70m) above the River Lugg and the catchment area is a 
site of special scientific interest.  Council was uncertain if suitable mitigation measures were in place should 
an accident cause a substantial leak in the lagoon and digestate then flow downhill and enter the River Lugg. 

•   The previous application to build the fresh water lagoon (172022) included a screening opinion and it was 
deemed unnecessary to conduct an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).  This development appears 
not to have a screening opinion and this lack must be remedied.  Obviously should the screening opinion 
result in an EIA then the nature of this consultation changes completely. 

•   Finally, the attendance of 17 residents at the Council meeting and their wide-ranging concerns about the 
digestate and its proximity to their dwellings shows that even though the application only came to their notice 
a few days ago there is a wider public interest beyond the rules and procedures of planning.   

 

Council must conclude that- 

1.   The information supporting this application seems not to be sufficiently complete.  There is no screening 
opinion, an Environmental Impact Assessment may be required and Historic England have not been 
consulted about the nearby listed buildings.  Until these points are remedied Council cannot reach a 
conclusion to either SUPPORT or OBJECT to this application 

2.   The wider public interest shows that this application must be decided by the Planning Committee and the 
Parish Council urges Herefordshire to move forward in this way. 
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24/23 Speeding on and around School Lane 

The Chairman opened the discussion and asked about incidents involving speeding.  A number of Cllrs. had noted 
incidents and Council considered what assistance it could provide to the school to help solve this problem.  The 
new PCSO Lowri Jones had been invited to this meeting but had been unable to attend.  It was resolved that 
PCSO Jones should be asked to offer her advice on how best to improve the speeding problem around the school. 

Cllr. Grace was asked to talk to Steens Bridge residents to try and understand the size of the problem on the A44 
regarding accidents and “near misses”. 

Cllr Marston reported that the Ward Councillor was trying to organise a meeting to discuss speeding. 

 
25/23 Matters for information and future business 

To note: any other matters for information or future decision. 
None raised 

 
Date of next meeting 

To note: the next scheduled meeting will be on Wednesday 15th March 2023 at 7.30pm in Risbury village hall 

 

The meeting closed at 98.15pm 

 

 

 

Signed (Chairman)………………………………………………….   Date…………………………….. 


