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Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior
Group Parish Council

Chairman: Clerk to the Council:
Clir. Hugh Fowler-Wright Allan Drew
The Cider Mill The Coach House
Humber Pencombe
Herefordshire HR6 ONE Herefordshire HR7 4RL
= 01885 400712
email chairman@hfspgroup.org.uk email clerk@hfspgroup.org.uk

Councillors are summoned to the meeting of the Group Parish Council to be held on

Wednesday 15" March 2023 at 7.30pm
in Risbury Village Hall

which will consider the business set out in the agenda below.
8" March 2023 Allan Drew, Clerk to the Council

AGENDA

26/23 Apologies for absence

To receive: any apologies for absence.
To consider, if necessary: excusing absence of members to the following meeting.

27/23 Declaration of interests and dispensations

To receive and record: any declarations of interest in agenda items in accordance with the Code of Conduct
adopted in July 2021.

To consider: any applications for dispensations from the rules on participation by members with a disclosable
pecuniary interest or a financial interest of a friend, relative or close associate, in accordance with Standing
Order 25.

28/23 Minutes of" the last meeting
To consider: approval of minutes of the meetings held on 18" January 2023 and 1st February 2023

29/23 Matters for report arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda.
To note: any matters.

30/23 Chairman’s announcements
To note: any announcements from the Chairman. (Tribute to Ms. Pym Paxton)

31/23 Public participation
Under Standing Order 8, any member of the public may make a statement or give evidence to the meeting on
any business to be transacted or any other business, and ask or answer questions. At the discretion of the
Chairman such participation may be permitted under the relevant agenda item.

32/23 District Councillor’s report
To receive: a report from Ward Councillor John Harrington.

33/23 Planning Committee and planning applications update
(@) To consider: new applications

Ford & Stoke Prior
230615, The Slough, Stoke Prior Proposed cover to feed range and general agricultural storage
Application for “prior approval not required”. Comments not required.
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Risbury There are no new applications

(b) To note: updates on current planning applications
Ford & Stoke Prior

230076 Ashwood House, Stoke Prior. Proposed detached garage to include garden room with home

office above. Undecided.
224117 Wood Park, Stoke Prior Erection of new 4 bedroom dormer bungalow to replace existing
bungalow and annexe. Undecided.
223610 Land north of Bowley Court farm Change of use from a water storage lagoon to a water and
anaerobic digestate storage lagoon (retrospective). Undecided.
221781 Highfield Cottage, Stoke Prior, HR6 OLW Proposed two storey extension and detached cart
shed (3 bay garaging). Access track and entrance to road to C1055. Undecided.
Risbury.

212600 - Land adjacent to Risbury Cross Cottage, Risbury HR6 ONG
Approval of reserved matters following outline approval 181648 (residential development of 6 houses).
Undecided - on hold due to phosphates

212473 Dev 1 Land adjacent to Risbury Cross Cottage Risbury HR6 ONG
Proposed permission for the siting of a caravan to provide accommodation on site during the construction of a
dwelling on Plot 5 approved under application ref 181648. Undecided- on hold due to phosphates.

211802 - Land at Gob's Castle Risbury Leominster Herefordshire
Application for approval of details reserved by conditions 37 9 10 11 12 13 15 18 19 & 21 attached to planning
permission 173687. Undecided

34/23 General Financial Matters
To receive: a report from the RFO
To consider: payments for authorisation
To resolve: setting the budget for 2023-24
35/23 Lengthsman
To receive: update on Lengthsman/PROW work
To consider: any work required in the Group Parishes

36/23 Provision of a defibrillator for Stoke Prior
To consider: likely costs and ways of funding a defibrillator.

37/23 Speeding on the A44 in the area of Steens Bridge
To receive: a report from CllIr. Marston on the outcomes from his meeting with ADL Traffic Engineers
To consider: next steps Council should take to improve road safety around Steens Bridge area

38/23 Investigating the wider aims and specific objectives of the Group PC
To consider: Declaration of a Climate Emergency
To receive: Any updates from project sponsors

39/23 Elections May 2023 — Update and Any Questions?
To receive: a brief guide from the Clerk on the important dates and procedures for the May elections

40/23 The Annual Parish Meeting — Set the date and agree any content

41/23 Matters for information and future business
To note: any other matters for information or future decision.

Date of next meeting
To note: the next scheduled meeting (the Annual Meeting) will be on Wednesday 17" May 2023 at 7.30pm in
Stoke Prior village hall

The Chairman will close the meeting
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Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior
Group Parish Council
Draft Minutes

of the Ordinary Meeting of the Group Parish Council
Wednesday 18" January 2023 at 7.30pm in Risbury Village Hall

Present: Clir. Ken Bemand Clir. Hugh Fowler-Wright (Chairman)
Cllr. Tim Yair Clir. Ritchie Thomas
Clir. Jeanette Fulwood Clir. Gill Stovold
Cllr. Chris Marston Cllr. Richard Collins

Clir. Steph Wilson

Ward Councillor: John Harrington
Clerk & RFO: Allan Drew
One resident was present

1/23 Apologies for absence

Cllr Thomas made his apologies, which were accepted by Council

2/23 Declaration of interests and dispensations

None received

3/23 Minutes of " the last meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 161" November 2022 were approved and signed by the Chairman

4/23 Matters for report arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda.

CliIr Yair had agreed with Mr Mather Crane to the installation of soft plastic bollards at The Heath.

The Chairman reported on the somewhat adverse OFSTED report on Stoke Prior school. Clir Yair reported on steps
the school was taking and the feedback from parents is very positive. The Safeguarding process is being
strengthened and the teaching of phonics has been updated.

At the request of the Chairman ClIr Yair agreed to be the Council representative on the school governing body. (Clir
Yair already serves as a governor at the school). ClIr Jackson requested that Council minutes its support for the
school and Council duly resolved that

“Stoke Prior First School is fully supported by the Parish Council in its endeavours to educate and develop its pupils.”

The Chairman raised the matter of pollution in the Humber Brook as reported by David Arrowsmith. It was agreed
that the Clerk would write a short piece for The Pump for immediate insertion drawing resident attention to the
problem and suggesting that residents check, as best they can, that their septic tank is operating correctly.

5/23 Chairman’s announcements

y

The Chairman reported that he had given The Pump editor a small gift before Christmas by way of saying "thank you’
for her excellent work over the past 12 months on editing and producing The Pump.
6/23 Public participation

Mr Hardwicke raised the matter of a centre island on the A49 where a northbound vehicle would turn right to access
the C1112 at Ford Bridge. The A49 at that point had hatching on the road so an island would not require road
widening. There was general agreement that an island could be beneficial and Clir Harrington agreed to raise the
suggestion with Transport/Highways England.

7/23 To fill the vacancy arising from the resignation of ClIr. Burge
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Mrs Anne Grace was unable to attend either this meeting or the next meeting. As things stand Mrs Grace would be
unable to stand for co-option but see item 10/23.

8/23 Clerk’s report

December was a quiet month for the Council (and the Clerk) no doubt due to the upcoming Christmas celebrations.
However, following the resignation of Cllr. Burge an application has been received from Mrs Anne Grace, a resident at
Steens Bridge to fill the vacancy by co-option. Council will consider Mrs Grace’s application at this meeting.

The precept will be agreed during this meeting and Council has been issued in advance with guidance on setting the
precept. The precept has been £12289 since FY 2019-20 during which time cumulative inflation has been 27.8%. If
fully corrected for this inflation the new precept would be £15705.

There has been significant Lengthsman work since the last meeting including an escalation to PROW Hereford for
resolution of the problems on PG11. Following site meetings with the Lengthsman it appears there may be a simple
and less costly solution to the flooding problem at The Heath, Stoke Prior. Full details are included in the Lengthsman
section of these papers.

There is only the March meeting left before Council is dissolved pending the May 2023 elections. The Clerk would
welcome any indications of possible candidates known to Councillors and indeed (if possible) which Councillors intend
to stand again. The aim is to try and ensure that the General Power of Competence currently exercised by Council is
not lost. To retain the GPC at least 8 members of Council must have been elected (not co-opted).

Members may have noted that the planning application for Priory Farm, Stoke Prior has been placed on the planning
committee agenda for 18 January. However, our understanding was that this case had been approved by committee
at the meeting of 8 Feb 2022. The Clerk has written to HFC asking for clarification. ClIr Harrington explained that this
application had become extremely complex but he had called a meeting in a few days’ time to see if there was a
solution. (Clerk’s note: this item was deferred to a later meeting due to recent receipt of more information)

The Clerk raised his concern that the Clerk’s report was to a considerable extent duplication and he wondered if
Council found that the report added value. It was resolved that the report would be dropped for the next meeting but
reviewed in the future to decide if re-instatement would be useful or not.

9/23 District Councillor’s report

The Childrens’ Commissioner, Eleanor Brazil has submitted her report to the Secretary of State though her
recommendations are not yet known to Herefordshire. (Clerk’s note: The response to the report has now been
published and requires Herefordshire to continue working with (and under the direction of) the Commissioner and the
Improvement Adviser to achieve the outcomes contained in the Commissioner’s report).

The budget for 2023-24 was close to finalisation and the cuts required are not quite as high as expected. Instead of
savings of £20m the revised settlement from Government requires savings of £15m.

10/23 Planning Committee and planning applications update
(b) To consider for comment: new applications

Ford & Stoke Prior

224117 Wood Park, Stoke Prior

The applicant, Mr. Hardwicke, was present. Council noted that this application was a re-submission of the earlier
application 220132 which was refused although Council had supported that application. The revised application had
been reduced in scale and mass in response to the previous planning decision. Council noted that the building height
of the revised application was higher than the original but the outline shape and appearance had been softened to
give the appearance of reduction in scale and mass. The Clerk later submitted the following comments-

“Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior Group Parish Council supported the previous application 220132 for re-development of
this site and see no material reason why this design should not attract equal support. The application was discussed
at the Council meeting on 18 January 2023 (the applicant was present) and it was noted that the design had softened
somewhat by removal of one of the large gables on the west elevation to be replaced by dormer windows. Council
believes that the isolated location and the surrounding trees offer adequate screening for this proposed development
and SUPPORT the application. The comments on the sewage arrangements being adequate for the proposal still

Page 6 of 29 Return to front page




stand and Council assumes Herefordshire planning department will satisfy itself that the proposed arrangements are
adequate”

Council noted the position on updates on current planning applications
Ford & Stoke Prior

221781 Highfield Cottage, Stoke Prior, HR6 OLW Undecided.
Clir Bemand raised concerns that this application had been amended a number of times.
Risbury.

212600 - Land adjacent to Risbury Cross Cottage, Risbury HR6 ONG

Approval of reserved matters following outline approval 181648 (residential development of 6 houses).
Undecided - on hold due to phosphates

212473 Dev 1 Land adjacent to Risbury Cross Cottage Risbury HR6 ONG

Proposed permission for the siting of a caravan to provide accommodation on site during the construction of a
dwelling on Plot 5 approved under application ref 181648. Undecided- on hold due to phosphates.

211802 - Land at Gob's Castle Risbury Leominster Herefordshire

Application for approval of details reserved by conditions 37 9 10 11 12 13 15 18 19 & 21 attached to planning
permission 173687. Undecided

An application had been received and circulated to Members relating to Bowley Court Farm. A planning meeting will
be required and the date was finally set for Wednesday 1 February and would be full Council rather than planning
committee. It was also resolved that the co-option interview of Mrs Anne Grace would be held at that meeting.

11/23 General Financial Matters
Report from the RFO.
Bank balance on 13 January 2023 is £12603.62

Income received since last meeting as at 13 January 2023-

Date Description Amount Classification

09/12/2022 McCamley CS £20.00 Postage

12/12/2022 Woolhouse KLS £73.00 Adverts
TOTAL £93.00

Payments made since last meeting

The following payments were agreed at the November 2022 meeting (minute reference 101/22) and have been made.
Three additional payments were made in January 2023. Two of these payments were under delegated authority and
the third payment (for map cases) had been agreed at the March 2022 meeting. Additionally, the quarterly bank
charges have been applied

Description Cost VAT Total
Clerk’s November £318.78 £318.78 Clerk’s November salary (to be paid on
salary 25 November)
Risbury Hall hire £81.00 £81.00 9 hrs @£9/hour Nov, Jan & March
meetings
Barrington Print £398.00 £398.00 November Pump.
Stoke Prior Village £99.00 £99.00 Hall hire — summer meetings
Hall
Unity Trust Bank £18.00 £18.00 Bank charges
Barrington Print £447.00 £447.00 (Dec/Jan Pump) Delegated authority
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HMRC PAYE £239.00 £239.00 Delegated authority
Parish Notice Boards | £975.00 | £195.00 | £1170.00 Agreed March 2022 minute 26/22

Total payments made - £2770.78

Payments for Authorisation

Description Cost VAT Total
Clerk’s December £318.78 £318.58 Clerk’s December salary
salary
Clerk’s January 2023 | £318.78 £318.78 Clerk’s January salary (pay 25"
salary January)
Autela £45.00 | £9.00 £54.00 Payroll Q3
D C Garden Services | £487.50 | £97.50 £585.00 WO 6 & 7 (new stiles on PG12 & HU11)
Postage Stamps £14.50 £14.50 Refund to Clerk

A last-minute invoice from HALC for £628.73 (incl. VAT) had been received and Council resolved that should also be
paid.

Total payments for authorisation - £1919.59.

The above payments were agreed by Council.

The banking reconciliation was presented and given that the reconciliation was exactly correct the Chairman and the
RFO signed the reconciliation.

12/23 Lengthsman

The Clerk presented a proposal for the flooding problem at the Heath which involved spending the remaining drainage
grant monies, the remaining Council annual budget and also withdrawing some of the reserve against flooding. The
estimated cost is £3128+VAT funded as follows-

Currently the year to date spend with the Lengthsman is £1975 + £585 (from this meeting) = £2560.

Work outstanding and being completed presently is the full clearing of drain tops, grips etc as authorised by Council in
WO 4 and is estimated at £3700 so expected expenditure is £2560 + £3700 = £6260

The budget for the year is £8000 so there is £8000-£6260 = £1740 available.

Since the Heath is such a blackspot Council agreed to use £1400 from flood protection reserves (totalling £3000) in
order to solve this longstanding flooding problem.

13/23 The Lamb Inn

The Chairman and the Clerk had visited Mr & Mrs Windmill at their request and had discussed the future of The Lamb
Inn. Mr Windmill had received a valuation for the pub at £630,000 which was clearly well in excess of Council’s
capacity. The Chairman felt that the Council should still make an offer to demonstrate continued interest even though
it was likely that such an offer would be rejected.

The Clerk raised the matter of the hedge on the highway which still had not been trimmed and Mr Windmill formally
rejected the quotation of £200 from the Council to carry out the work saying he would complete the work himself. The
Clerk pointed out that if the work was not completed fairly promptly the hedge would be trimmed to a safe standard of
visibility by the Highway Authority and Mr Windmill would be billed for the work.

Council raised the matter of enforcement visits and the Clerk reported that enforcement had provided a holding reply
saying that a further visit would be required. ClIr. Harrington undertook to check how many visits enforcement had
carried out and what issues are outstanding.

14/23 Investigating the wider aims and specific objectives of the Group PC

Three major projects have been identified as important initiatives for the Council during the coming financial year-
e Environmental Initiatives
e Modernising the Council’s website
e Creating a Group Parish Welcome Pack

CliIr. Yair is leading on the Environmental Initiatives and has drafted the following plan-
Humber, Ford Stoke Prior Environment Action Plan
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Theme Aim What How Possible Projects / Timescales
Energy Reduce reliance on fossil Improve Identify and encourage Offer free use of thermal imaging camera (Short)
fuels energy the reduced and more
efficiency efficient use of energy in |Use available tools and resources to highlight
all buildings (e.g. LEDS, |opportunities through Parish Pump and Social Media
insulation). Channels.
Research tips to support energy efficiency and
share information.
Research and promote opportunities for funding to
help reduce energy usage.
Hold parish "energy" event to help highlight
opportunities.
Encourage Encourage deployment Identify potential sites for new community
renewable of renewable energy renewable energy schemes (AD/Solar/Wind) using
energy (e.g. solar panels, solar |[freely available tools.
generation farm, green energy
tariffs) Research potential funding opportunities and share
information.
Investigate opportunity to develop non-profit green
energy company, which could be linked with district
heating AD / waste heat.
Energy Ensure Parish Council Finance committee to ensure investments are not
Investment funds are not invested in  |supporting
fossil fuel or fossil fuel development.
negative carbon
companies.
Planning |Ensure future development |GPC considers |Planning sub-committee to|GPC considers making climate declaration.

of the Group Parish meets
high standards for
sustainability.

environmental
issues

push HC to ask for higher
standards than the
current national
standards for all new
builds.

Ideally all new homes
and commercial
properties should be net
zero carbon, or even
better. Strong support for
schemes aiming much
higher than HC or NPPF
requirements.

GPC joins Herefordshire's "Great Collaboration”

Planning committee adopts net-zero policies as part
of Herefordshire Council's drive to net-zero.

Push for high standards and seek developers to
show how they'll help meet net-zero.

Ensure HC enforce
building standards to
ensure all new builds are
meeting the targets they
were granted permission

for.

Herefordshire Net-zero / UK government net zero
targets are supported in decision making.
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Theme Aim What How Possible Projects / Timescales
Waste Zero Waste to Landfill [Promote Promote the repair and re- [Hold local Repair or ‘Make Do & Mend’ Cafes, to
community use of materials and sharing [reduce household waste and build local skills around
sharing, of skills we have in the repair and up- cycling of household goods.
reuse and parish. .
recycling. Develop a “tools library”, to reduce the need for lots
of new duplicate pieces of equipment.
Use the Parish communication channels to establish
a "Free- cycle" for the group parish.
Reduce waste Working as a community to
stop unwanted junk mail
deliveries to the village.
Reduce fly tipping |[Target litter "hotspots" Educational project to highlight the problem and
within the Parish. work to find solution to the problem.
Transport |[Encourage the Reduce mileage andSupport the development of |Promote opportunities through media channels.
sustainable use of emissions from car-sharing.
transport transport
Help uptake of energy
efficient vehicles e.g. EV
charging - at community
owned locations and
encouraged at planning.
Look at options to improve [Promote opportunities through media channels to
the usefulness of public demonstrate that the bus is a viable option.
transport in rural areas.
Biodiversit|Highlight opportunities|ldentify projects to [Encourage in planning Work with lengthsman to identify potential sites
y to halt the decline in  |increase range of |[applications (i.e. >10% where wildflowers could be encouraged.

biodiversity.

habitats for the
benefit of wildlife.

increase),

optimum use and cutting of
verges & hedges, Gorilla
Gardening, a ‘Green’ village
green in Risbury and Steens
Bridge...

Investigate opportunity for Group Parish to create a
"Village Green".

Influence local authorities
in their development of
strategies and proposals
to ensure they embed
carbon reduction.

Respond to consultations on policy development.

Support ‘Champions’ as
contacts/hub of information
for-

Biodiversity, Green, Waste,
Energy, Trees (Tree
Warden)...

Work with Tree Warden to identify potential projects
in the parish.

Hold information / awareness events to highlight
potential for improving wildlife habitats.

Encourage the use of land
where possible to drawdown
(sequester) carbon e.g. Tree
planting.

Support
Landowners

As a rural community with
significant farmed area and
several farming businesses,
agriculture has a significant
role to play in Carbon
reduction and as a GPC we
must help and support our
farming community. NFU,
CLA, CPRE and work of
others very helpful here.

Work with landowners to increase awareness of
Farming through farm walks.

Liaise with NFU (and others) to support our farming
community.
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Theme

Aim What

How

Possible Projects / Timescales

Awareness

Support the school in
raising

awareness of climate
change issues

Parish Council
supports efforts in the
community to tackle
environmental
issues

The school is targeting energy
consumption and the desire to

reduce their carbon footprint.
School children are often
excellent receptors to new
ideas and exemplars of trying
to do the right thing for the
planet. Really important and
beneficial to all of us to
involve them in much of the
above and to support their
individual projects.

Parish Environment Group —
open to all - with support from
the GPC to deliver a plan of
action. Similarly groups might
form within the primary school,

Group Parish Council to support the school to
identify potential projects to meet their energy and
sustainability projects.

Present to school assembly and help school develop
curriculum materials.

Establish working group to continue to develop this
plan.

Gain commitment for plan from the community
through engagement project.

the church or any other
community groups who would
like to take actions themselves
to reduce waste / plastics or
energy use as a group.

Many websites and
organisations offering ideas
about ways to save energy as
individuals, and these ideas
generally result in saving
money, and making lives and
homes more healthy,
convenient and comfortable.
Many actions are simple and
cost-free to initiate, such as
switching off and unplugging
appliances when not in use or
switching to a green energy
supplier. These can be featured
in the Pump, on the web site,
FB page or via periodic leaflets.
Help in providing advice — local
authorities are well placed to

provide advice to individuals
and businesses.

Educational activities regularly mentioned in the
Pump and other promotional channels.

Develop range of case studies to make the topics
"real".

CliIr. Yair outlined the above initiatives to Council explaining that currently these ideas were mostly his own but that
increasingly he expected Council and the community would contribute strongly to the strength and purpose of the
document. The document would be evolutionary and may well move from being a project to becoming part of
business as usual for the Council. ClIr. Yair expected to start with the smaller, simpler initiatives and his estimation of
the precept requirement would reflect this expectation. However, longer term larger initiatives were also considered
and the Chairman offered an ambitious vision for the “Risbury Green” which would involve some significant land
purchase for community benefit. Such an initiative could be also be used for “off-setting” and could assist the Group
Parishes to reach net zero by 2030. The Chairman was concerned that too many initiatives could dilute
efforts/resources.

Clir. Yair felt that the declaration of a “climate emergency” had little or no downside and could help mobilise the
community to positive action towards achieving net zero.

ClIr. Jackson suggested that the next Council (post May) could create a working group to engage the community and
build multiple widespread initiatives for the community to progress. Many possible small projects were discussed,
including food miles, packaging, sell by dates (absence of) etc.

In conclusion a note would appear in the March Pump giving advance notice that at the March Council meeting a
climate emergency would be declared and the aim would be to start community engagement to generate activity
towards net zero over the coming years.
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Clirs. Yair and Marston are leading on the website modernisation and have carried out some comparisons with other
Councils-

Costings for new PC and Community website

Company Name Design Hosting
Crank Wheel
Template £450 £70/month
Tangled Web
Bespoke £500 £30/month

Eyelid Productions
Template model £960 Yr 1: £13/month

Bespoke model £1500+ Yr 2: 16.66/month
Yr3: £25.83/month

Transfer of content £750
from current site

Netwise
Premium Plan £599 £27.50/month
( Inc gov.uk email)

Government sell gov.uk domain names £100/yr for first 2 yrs
£25/yr for next 2 years

Bespoke: Similar to Luston PC website - designed by Tangled Web
in Leominster
lustonparishes.gov.uk

Eyelid Template: Similar to Bartestree with Lugwardine Group PC
bartestreewithlugwardinegroup-pc.gov.ul

Netwise Template: Similar to Dogmersfield PC
https://dogmersfield-pc.gov.uk/

As a result of these investigations and discussions a consensus amongst the Councillors involved is that Tangled
Web seemed to be the most capable and best value provider.
ClIr. Yair summarised some of the deficiencies of the current website-

e Not compatible with mobile devices

e Static not dynamic

e Slow/difficult to update

Tangled Web had the advantage of being local (Leominster).
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The current website provider (Tony Vaughan) is happy either to continue or step back from the support he provides.
Council felt that it should also involve Mr Vaughan to see if he could provide a suitable upgrade.

Clir. Bemand observed that The Pump would be a natural addition to the new site though there was a feeling that
most residents currently appreciated the paper version.

ClIr. Marston would progress the matter with Mr Vaughan.

The RFO asked for financial estimates and ClIr. Jackson suggested that additional support should be provided to
make the site content more proactive and useful.

Eventually Council settled on £1000 for site development and £2000/year for additional support to make the site as
useful as possible.
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Welcome to Our Parish

Encompassing the villages of Stoke Prior &
Risbury, and settlements of Ford (smallest
Parish in the county). Humber, Fairmile,
Marston, Steensbridge & Wickton. There are
very few street lights resulting in dark skies
and astounding star scapes.

Our parish lies 10 miles N of Hereford, 3 miles
SE of Leominster.

South of the A44 Leominster - Bromyard road
North of the A417 Leominster - Ledbury road
East of the A49 Hereford - Shrewsbury road

This welcome leaflet has helpful information to
those new to the Parish. A copy of the most
recent village magazine ‘The Pump' (delivered
monthly free to all) is a great resource for
events in the villages and the back page has a
list of useful numbers and emails. There are
also tickets for two for an event in either of our
Parish Halls at Stoke Prior or Risbury, a great
way to meet your new neighbours.

Herefordshire Council based in Hereford city.

District councillor:
johnharrington@herefordshire.gov.uk

Parish website: fhsp.org.uk

Group Parish Clerk: clerk@hfSpgroup.org.uk

VILLAGE HALLS

These are in Stoke Prior & Risbury, see 'The
Pump' for events.

COMMUNITY WEEK

Text goes here—Steph to help on
this section ?

TRAINS

Leominster station has regular trains to
Hereford, Newport, Cardiff, Shrewsbury and
Manchester. &

Clir. Fullwood is leading on the Welcome Pack and has created the following draft outline of the Welcome Pack-

FOOTPATHS & BRIDLEWAYS

We have a good network of both. Outside each
village hall there is a notice board showing all
the routes. Footpaths can used by any walker
and are likely to have stiles. Bridleways are

available for horse riders and will have gates at
many access points.

MEDICAL

Practices are based in Leominster. The main
hospital is in Hereford city, which has an A&E
department. The nearest minor injuries unit is
at Ludlow.

DENTAL

Practices are in Leominster, Bromyard,
Tenbury Wells, Hereford & Ludlow.

VETERINARY

The nearest practice to the Parish is Marches
Veterinary Group. L eominster.

SCHOOL

Stoke Prior primary school is an ‘Ofsted
Outstanding Provider’. A friendly rural school
with a logo “Successful & Proud’.

SHOPPING

Major supermarkets in Leominster are
Morrisons, Co Op & Aldi. Plus B&Q. Also a
small Boots Chemist & WH Smiths a Post
Office (inside Martins convenience store) and
numerous independent shops. Hereford,
Gloucester, Shrewsbury, Worcester , Cardiff &
Cheltenham are best for the usual national
chain stores.

In 1294 the then King, Edward I, built ten
castles to subdue the Welsh (very costly) which
brought stability to the area and prosperity to
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The earliest register of marriages in Humber
dates back to 1585, for Stoke Prior to 1678
and for Ford to 1742.

Tithe maps provide a snapshot of the Group
Parish in 1843. In Stoke Prior (which included
half of Risbury) there were 92 freeholders, of
the 109 houses and cottages 30 were owner
occupied. In Humber (including the other half
of Risbury) 56 properties with 39 owners 13
of which were owner occupied.

Stoke Prior made headlines in 1891 when
Vincent Godfrey & William Strangwood were
digging out a ferret and came across pieces of
church silver in good condition dating from
1594 - 1693. It was declared * treasure trove’
and is now in the Victoria & Albert Museum.
The finders were rewarded £25 each.

On 30 June 1921 Alfred Watkins stopped at
Humber crossroads about 100m south of where
Blackwardine Kennels is today and stood on
the base of the stone cross that used to exist
there. Watkins using his map and eyes could
see a line across to the ancient hill fort of Croft
Ambrey and then back through Blackwardine
and onto Risbury hill fort (one of only two
‘hill” forts in Herefordshire not on hills) and
then Stretton Grandison. Straight tracks
marked out with sighting points by earlier
travellers - dating all the way back to the
Neolithic age.

We hope you settle into our community and
enjoy living in the Parish. If you would like to
volunteer details can be found on the Parish
web site. There is also a parish Facebook page
& Whats App group.

If you would like to volunteer - as a parish
councillor, member of one of the village hall or
church committees, in the production or
distributor of The Pump, litter picking, river
monitoring, Community Week, reporting on
footpaths etc - then details can be found on the
Parish web site or from the Clerk.

We would like to acknowledge that some of the
historical extracts have been taken from the
2008 Parish Guide. These are available on the
Parish Website in much greater detail or in
book form from Logaston Press

ISBN 978 1 906663 07 0

NB: Wewill need the Parish Logo on the front
cover plus a selection of photos of the village
and churches together with a Herefordshire
Council logo. Final design & layout to be
approved at printing stage.

Page 15 of 29

Return to front page




ClIr. Fullwood asked for any comments on the above content and had also estimated the approximate annual
requirement for such a pack at around 20 copies.

There were some placeholders for items such as community week and there are also photographs available but not
included in the above content.
Format would be A5 with no more than 8 pages.

The welcome pack would include-

The above content, finalised.

Latest copy of The Pump

Information/link about the Council website

Some other items TBA (tickets to a VH event etc)

Insert for registering for Council email receipt.

The Chairman suggested that a Smartwater kit could be added and it was estimated that the Parishes already held
about 20 kits.

Clir Fullwood had received quotations from a number of printers and there were suggestions for additions and
formats. In order to provide as much scope as possible for the pack a budget figure of £500 was agreed for precept
purposes.

15/23 Setting the precept for 2023-24
The RFO summarised the content of the paper he had circulated earlier in January about building the precept.
The basic requirement to run the Council is estimated at £8200/year to which the cost of projects must be added-

Estimated costs for 2023-24
Day to day costs 8200
Projects
Lengthsman 3900
The Pump 4042
Environment 2000
Website development 3000
Welcome Pack 500
Total 21642

Income from other sources is estimated at £6000 so the net requirement from the precept is 21642-6000=15642.

There was also general agreement that the £2000 reserve held against The Lamb was extremely unlikely to be used
in the next 12 months so it should be removed from reserves and used to assist funding of the coming year’s
expenditure.

Councillors suggested a number of funding approaches and the Chairman held a vote which resulted in a precept of
£15000 plus £2000 from reserves (The Lamb). Council duly resolved that-

e the precept should be set at £15000 for 2023-24

e that the £2000 reserve for The Lamb should be used to fund expenditure
16/23 Matters for information and future business

Clir. Fullwood raised the matter of flooding by Ford Bridge where BB had refused to put up flood signs and several
cars had been abandoned in the flood water. CllIr. Harrington explained the position of Herefordshire but also said he
would raise the matter with BB particularly around providing signs for use by the Parish.

The date of the next meeting is now the extra meeting for the 1 February 2023

The meeting closed at 9.45pm

Signed (Chairman) ..........ccccoeeiieieiniiniiie, Date ....ooooeiiiiiieeeieeeees
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Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior
Group Parish Council
Draft Minutes

of the extra Ordinary Meeting of the Group Parish Council
Wednesday 1% February 2023 at 7.30pm in Stoke Prior Village Hall

Present: Cllr. Ken Bemand Cllr. Hugh Fowler-Wright (Chairman)
Cllr. Tim Yair Clir. Ritchie Thomas
Clir. Jeanette Fulwood ClIr. Gill Stovold
Clr. Chris Marston Clir. Richard Collins
Clir. Will Jackson Cllr Anne Grace (from item23/23)
Clerk & RFO: Allan Drew

17 residents were present

17/23 Apologies for absence
Councillor Wilson sent her apologies, which Council accepted
18/23 Declaration of interests and dispensations

Cllr. Bemand made a declaration on the basis that he transacted business with Bowley Court farm. Council
agreed a dispensation allowing ClIr. Bemand to speak about application 223610 but he would not be able to
vote in connection with the application.

19/23 Matters for report arising not covered elsewhere on the agenda.
The Chairman announced that-

¢ The War memorial had been somewhat damaged by a large vehicle manoeuvring over the traffic
island. Fortunately none of the plagues had been damaged and further inspection would inform what
remedial work was required.

e The Wildlife Café would be held on Saturday 11 February at 9.30am, Risbury Village Hall and all
residents are welcome to attend

20/23 Chairman’s announcements
The Chairman had no further comments
21/23 Public participation

Under Standing Order 8, any member of the public may make a statement or give evidence to the meeting on
any business to be transacted or any other business, and ask or answer questions. At the discretion of the
Chairman such participation may be permitted under the relevant agenda item.

No resident raised issues.

22/23 To fill the vacancy arising from the resignation of Clir. Burge
The Clerk outlined the co-option process and there had been only one application, that from Mrs Anne Grace,
to fill the vacancy. Mrs. Grace gave a brief summary of her reasons for joining the Council and her background
as a Customer Service professional in the construction industry.
The vote was duly held and the Chairman announced that Mrs Grace was unanimously elected as a Member of
the Council. She signed her Acceptance of Office and received her Declaration of Interests form and then
joined the Council.

23/23 New planning applications for comment by Council

Ford & Stoke Prior
230076 Ashwood House Stoke Prior Leominster HR6 OLG.
Proposed detached garage to include garden room with home office above.
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The applicants were present and outlined their application including some “future proofing for electric car
charging and solar panels”. The applicants confirmed that this application replaced a previously approved
application for construction of a garage which would now not be built. The Chairman invited residents to
comment if they wished but no comments were made.

Council asked a number of questions-

Had pre-application advice been sought? No, it had not.

The building seemed unusually large for the purpose described. The applicants confirmed that the proposal
would not be a dwelling and would not have water nor drainage.

Is the height of the building comparable with that of the main dwelling? It is somewhat lower than the dwelling
house.

Is there any information about the volumetric increase as a result of this application? No information had been
provided by the architect.

The Chairman commented that, although this was a substantial development, the site was large.
Council supported the application and the Clerk submitted the following comments-

230076, Ashwood House, Stoke Prior HR6 OLG.
Proposed detached garage to include garden room with home office above.

Humber Ford & Stoke Prior Group Parish Council discussed this application at its meeting on Wednesday 1
February 2023. The applicants were present and were able to answer questions raised by Members. The
development will support the applicants living and working from home (NDP policies HFSP1, HFSP8 and
HFSP12 are all pertinent). Council was initially surprised by the scale of the proposed development particularly
the two-storey home office/garden room. Combined, this part of the proposal would appear to have around
70sq. m of floor area with the garage adding a further 36 sq. m and the store approximately 18 sq. m. In total
the proposal adds 124sq. m to Ashwood House, which Members commented could be seen as a small house in
its own right. However, the plot is sizeable and if a condition was inserted ensuring that the proposal could
never be a dwelling house then Council fully SUPPORTS the application.

It was noted that there were no finishes specified for the proposal nor any drainage (run off) measures
described but Council assumes that the planning officer will add appropriate conditions in these matters
should consent be granted.

223610 Land 1km North of Unit 1 Bowley Court Farm Hope-Under-Dinmore Leominster HR6 OPL.
Change of use from a water storage lagoon to a water and anaerobic digestate storage lagoon
(retrospective).

The applicant Ms Mercer was present and explained the background to the application. Originally intended as
a fresh water storage area to support a soft fruit growing project, it became clear that such a project was not
viable post Brexit. The project was abandoned and resulting from a change of Environment Agency (EA) rules
on spreading digestate it became clear that more digestate storage would be required. The existing lagoon
was then re-purposed to store digestate arising from the existing anaerobic digester. The lagoon liner used
was suitable for storing digestate and slurry. The EA also advised that a planning application should be
submitted to Herefordshire Council to cover change of use.

The residents present then made their comments, including-

e Original consent forbade holding of slurry in the lagoon and it should not be within 400m of a listed house
but both these conditions have been broken.

e This “change of use” was first reported to Herefordshire Council in 2020 and enforcement action should
have been taken at that point.

e No permit has been requested from the EA to support the change of use.

e There has been no consultation with residents until now and there have been no wildlife surveys to
establish if the change of use has had an effect.

e Residents close to the lagoon experience noise and ammonia smells when the wind blows from a
westerly direction.

e Hardly any notice has been given to residents of these proposals.

e Although there has been much consultation with the EA there has been no consultation with
residents/neighbours.
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Ms Mercer confirmed that there was no pumps or aerators running in the lagoon. Also that a cover would be
installed by 2025 assuming this application is approved. She apologised to residents for not starting local
consultation earlier. She also confirmed that planting as designed had been completed.

Council then discussed the application-
Herefordshire Planning has not acquitted itself well in this case by-
¢ Not enforcing the change of use when first drawn to their attention some years previously
e Mishandling the application such that it was sent to the wrong Parish for comment
e The case officer is on several months leave of absence and is not available to deal with any issues raised
by residents, applicant or Council.
It would have to be confirmed that the liner is suitable for this application.
Will there be any additional traffic movements arising from this application?
Much of the information around this case is technical and beyond the remit of Council to comment on with any
expertise. However, this proposal appears to be the best option since something has to be agreed to regularise
the situation.

ClIr. Marston raised the issue about the absence of an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) but the Clerk
had found on checking that the relevant legislation had been revoked in 2017. However, Cllr. Marston later
contacted the Clerk with a legislation reference that showed that EIAs had been carried forward into Town and
Country Planning Regs 2017, updated May 2020. On the basis of this information the Clerk contacted a
planning consultant and received advice that the application was probably incomplete in that-
e No EIA had been provided. At the very least a formal reason why an EIA was not necessary should
have been stated but was not.
e Since the setting of the listed buildings close to the site is a material matter Historic England should
have been a consultee.
There appears to be additional failures in Herefordshire Planning in that the above points were not considered.

Resulting from the above discussion and subsequent research the following comments were submitted-
223610 - Land 1km North of Unit 1 Bowley Court Farm Hope-Under-Dinmore Leominster HR6 OPL.

Change of use from a water storage lagoon to a water and anaerobic digestate storage lagoon (retrospective).

Humber Ford & Stoke Prior Group Parish Council discussed this application at its meeting on Wednesday 1
February 2023. Approximately 17 residents attended this meeting to hear the applicant, Ms Samantha Mercer,
present the case in favour of the application. Both Council and residents were concerned that the issues raised
by this application were rather technical in nature and there was doubt that there was sufficient expertise in the
room to make an informed judgement. However, a number of issues emerged during the discussion-

* In terms of material matters Council (NDP policy HFSP16 is extremely pertinent) noted that the original
purpose of the lagoon was to store fresh water extracted from the River Lugg (172022). The Officers Report
with application 172022 said that the lagoon would “not be used for the storage of slurry...or waste”. This
application obviously breaches this requirement.

* There are three grade 2 listed buildings at Wickton Court within a few hundred metres of the lagoon.
Council was surprised that Historic England has not been included in the consultees list as the setting of
these listed buildings is affected by this application.

» The development site is at a high point (about 70m) above the River Lugg and the catchment area is a
site of special scientific interest. Council was uncertain if suitable mitigation measures were in place should
an accident cause a substantial leak in the lagoon and digestate then flow downhill and enter the River
Lugg.

» The previous application to build the fresh water lagoon (172022) included a screening opinion and it was
deemed unnecessary to conduct an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). This development appears
not to have a screening opinion and this lack must be remedied. Obviously should the screening opinion
result in an EIA then the nature of this consultation changes completely.

» Finally, the attendance of 17 residents at the Council meeting and their wide-ranging concerns about the
digestate and its proximity to their dwellings shows that even though the application only came to their
notice a few days ago there is a wider public interest beyond the rules and procedures of planning.

Council must conclude that-
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1. The information supporting this application seems not to be sufficiently complete. There is no screening
opinion, an Environmental Impact Assessment may be required and Historic England have not been
consulted about the nearby listed buildings. Until these points are remedied Council cannot reach a
conclusion to either SUPPORT or OBJECT to this application

2. The wider public interest shows that this application must be decided by the Planning Committee and
the Parish Council urges Herefordshire to move forward in this way.

24/23 Speeding on and around School Lane

The Chairman opened the discussion and asked about incidents involving speeding. A number of Clirs. had noted
incidents and Council considered what assistance it could provide to the school to help solve this problem. The
new PCSO Lowri Jones had been invited to this meeting but had been unable to attend. It was resolved that
PCSO Jones should be asked to offer her advice on how best to improve the speeding problem around the school.

Clir. Grace was asked to talk to Steens Bridge residents to try and understand the size of the problem on the A44
regarding accidents and “near misses”.

Clir Marston reported that the Ward Councillor was trying to organise a meeting to discuss speeding.

25/23 Matters for information and future business

To note: any other matters for information or future decision.
None raised

Date of next meeting

To note: the next scheduled meeting will be on Wednesday 15" March 2023 at 7.30pm in Risbury village hall

The meeting closed at 9.15pm

Signed (Chairman. ... ... Date
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Agenda Item 33/23 Planning Committee and planning applications update
(8) To consider for comment: new applications

Ford & Stoke Prior

230615, The Slough, Stoke Prior Proposed cover to feed range and general agricultural storage
Application for “prior approval not required”. Comments not required.

Risbury There are no new applications
(b) To note: updates on current planning applications

Ford & Stoke Prior

230076 Ashwood House, Stoke Prior. Proposed detached garage to include garden room with home office
above. Undecided.

224117 Wood Park, Stoke Prior Erection of new 4 bedroom dormer bungalow to replace existing
bungalow and annexe. Undecided.

223610 Land north of Bowley Court farm Change of use from a water storage lagoon to a water
and anaerobic digestate storage lagoon (retrospective). Undecided.

221781 Highfield Cottage, Stoke Prior, HR6 OLW Proposed two storey extension and detached cart shed

(3 bay garaging). Access track and entrance to road to C1055. Undecided.
Risbury.
212600 - Land adjacent to Risbury Cross Cottage, Risbury HR6 ONG Approval of reserved matters

following outline approval 181648 (residential development of 6 houses).
Undecided - on hold due to phosphates

212473 Dev 1 Land adjacent to Risbury Cross Cottage Risbury HR6 ONG Proposed permission for the
siting of a caravan to provide accommodation on site during the construction of a dwelling on Plot 5
approved under application ref 181648. Undecided- on hold due to phosphates.

211802 - Land at Gob's Castle Risbury Leominster Herefordshire Application for approval of details
reserved by conditions 379101112 1315 18 19 & 21 attached to planning permission 173687.
Undecided
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Agenda Item 34/23 General Financial Matters

Report from the RFO.

Bank balance on 9 March 2023 is £10757.03

Income received since last meeting as at 13 January 2023-

Date Description Amount Classification
19/01/2023 Thomas RG £73.00 Adverts
TOTAL £73.00

Payments made since last meeting
The following payments were agreed at the January 2023 meeting (minute reference 11/23) and have been made.

Description Cost VAT Total

Clerk’s December £318.58 £318.58 Clerk’s December salary

salary

Clerk’s January 2023 £318.78 £318.78 Clerk’s January salary (pay 25" January)

salary

Autela £45.00 £9.00 £54.00 Payroll Q3

D C Garden Services £487.50 | £97.50 £585.00 WO 6 & 7 (new stiles on PG12 & HU11)

Postage Stamps £14.50 £14.50 Refund to Clerk

HALC £523.94 | £104.79 £628.73 Subscriptions 2023-24

Total payments made - £1919.59
Payments for Authorisation
Description Cost VAT Total

Clerk’s February salary | £624.03 £624.03 Clerk’s February salary. Includes salary
arrears from 1 April

Clerk’s March 2023 £346.53 £346.53 Clerk’s March salary (pay 25" March)

salary

HMRC £325.44 £325.44 PAYE Q4 (pay 6™ April)

Barrington Print £398.00 £398.00 February Pump

Barrington Print £438.00 £438.00 March Pump

Risbury VH £21.00 £21.00 Hall hire — wildlife cafe

Risbury VH £20.00 £20.00 Hall hire — 1 Feb meeting

Gwent web design £155.00 £31.00 £186.00 Website hosting & domain names

Margaret Brown £18.32 £18.32 Pump postage refund

D C Gardening £3807.50 £761.50 £4569.00 Scraping drain tops, reinstatement of

Services grippers, digging out some ditches

Society of Local £146.00 £146.00 Membership of SLCC. Rotates, Clerk,

Council Clerks Pencombe then HFSP. Pay 1 April

Clerk’s mileage £129.60 £129.60 288 miles @£0.45/mile. July 2022 minute
61/22. See mileage record following.

Clerk’s office £50.00 £50.00 Contribution to office heating and lighting.
July 2022 minute. 61/22

Total payments for authorisation — £6434.42 + £792.50=£7226.92
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Allan Drew Clerk Mileage
Date Journey
13-May Home-Risbury-Stoke Prior-Home
18-May Home-Stoke Prior-Home
26-May Home-Risbury-Home
31-May Home-Steens Bridge-Home
20-Jun Home-Risbury-Stoke Prior-Home
14-Jul Home-The Drum-Home
20-Jul Home-Stoke Prior-Home
09-Aug Home-Stoke Prior-Home
10-Sep Home-Stoke Prior-Home
28-Sep Home-Stoke Prior-Home
14-Oct Home-Stoke Prior-Home
16-Oct Home-Stoke Prior-Home
08-Nov Home -Humber-Stoke Prior-A44-Home
16/11/2022 Home Risbury - Home
06-Jan Home - Stoke Prior - Home
12-Jan Home - Stoke Prior - Home
15-Jan Home - Stoke Prior - Home
18-Jan Home - Risbury - Home
27-Jan Home - Stoke Prior - Home
01-Feb Home - Stoke Prior - Home
06-Mar Home - Stoke Prior - Home
10-Mar Home - Stoke Prior - Home
15-Mar Home - Risbury - Home

Setting the budget for 2023-24

2022-23

Purpose

Agenda posting
Council meeting
PROW officers meeting

Car

PX65 VOB
PX65 VOB
PX65 VOB

Lengthsman & f/path officer meeting PX65 VOB

Posting Public Rights Notice
Agenda posting+High Fields
Council meeting

Briefing Mike Hayward
Posting changes to meetings
The Lamb Inn meeting
Posting agendas

Council meeting

PX65VOB
PX65 VOB
PX65 VOB
PX65VOB
PX65 VOB
PX65 VOB
PX65VOB
PX65 VOB

Meeting with Chairman, debris on roiPX65 VOB

Council meeting
Lamb meeting with Chairman
Agenda posting

PX65 VOB
PX65VOB
PX65 VOB

lengthsman Steve Smith & The Heath PX65 VOB

January meeting

Posting agendas for 1 Feb meeting
Meeting attendance

Posting election notices

Posting agendas

Attending meeting

PX65VOB
V88 AMD
V88 AMD
PF72 UFM
PF72 UFM
PF72 UFM

Mileage
13
13

7
18
13
14
13
13
13
13
13
13
20

7
13
13
13

7
13
13
13
13

7

288
"@£0.45/mile"

£129.60

With the setting of the precept at the January meeting it is now possible to finalise the budget for

2023-24.

A draft budget was prepared some weeks ago and passed to Clirs. Marston & Yair (Finance

Committee) for any comments they wished to make.
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2022-23 2023-24 NOTES
OUTTURN |BUDGET [FORECAST VARIANCE
INCOME 2021-22 (2022-23 |OUTTURN FROM FORECAST
) ) BUDGET
1 |Precept 12289.00] 12289.00 {12289.00 0.00
15000.00 As agreed atJanuary 2023 meeting
2 |Pump Advertising | 1088.00| 1500.00| 1500.00| 0.0 2223 concerning, Outturn forecast
2500.00 requested from advertising manager
3 |Pump Postage 60.00 100.00 100.00 0.00 100.00
Additional grant for 2022-23 not (yet)
4 |Grants 0.00| 6000.00| 4300.00 -1700.00 received. 22-23 f/cast outturn
1000.00 reduced. £1000 estimated for 23-24
5 |OtherIncome 2323.00 100.00 115.00 15.00 2000.00 Released from reserves (The Lamb)
6 |VATReclaim 0.00] 798.00| 798.00| 0.00 £798 Reclaim submitted awaiting
2400.00 receipt.
7 |CW Fundraising 863.00 850.00 | 2070.00 1220.00 0.00 i
Under control of CW committee
Other Projects 800.00 [ 1820.00| 1020.00 0.00 22-23 War Mem. Plaques sale
8 |TOTAL INCOME 16623.00| 22437.00( 22992.00 555.00 23000.00

EXPENDITURE
Reflects April 2022 sal | |
9 |clerk 3758.12| 3920.00 | 4432.80| -512.80 4500.00] |"ETECH AP sajaryscales plus
mileage & office contribution.
10 |Administration 521.00 625.00 450.00 175.00 656.00 +5% uplift for likely inflation
| dit
11 | Meuranee audit - g3 00| 800.00| 750.00| 50.00 840.00 +5% uplift for likely inflation
professional
12 |Website & IT 322.00 350.00( 150.00 200.00 160.00 +5% uplift for likely inflation
13 [Hire of Halls 216.00 220.00( 220.00 0.00 180.00 Currentrates maintained
Traini d
14| TaMngan 175.00 0.00 0.00| 0.00 500.00 New Council - 4 HALC training sessions
development
15 |Equipment 132.99 200.00 | 1065.00 -865.00 200.00 Nominal amount
16 |Maintenance 0.00 100.00 0.00 100.00 100.00 Nominal amount
17 |HMRC 939.40 972.00 | 1055.20 -83.20 1055.00 Linked directly to Clerk's salary
18 [Other 50.00 50.00 50.00 0.00 50.00 Remembrance Day wreath
19 DAY TODAY 6897.51| 7237.00| 8173.00 936.00 8241.00 7&;21;3 ':d WIft/h 2(::22-51:3 COStSdaiz 3%
EXPENDITURE . . K -936. K .70% above f/cast outturn an 3%
above budget.
PROJECTS
20 |War Memorial 0.00| 4450.00 | 6000.00| -1550.00 0.00 Project completed 2022-23
21 |Parish Pump 2493.06| 3850.00 | 3850.00 0.00 4042.00 +5% uplift for inflation
Assumes 1000 grant plus 2900 from
22 |Lengthsman 2332.06| 8000.00 | 8000.00 0.00 3900.00
precept
23 [Community Week 643.24( 2450.00 | 2450.00 0.00 0.00 Under control of CW committee
Environment X
24 Project 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2000.00 As agreed at January 2023 meeting
Website )
25 o 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3000.00 As agreed atJanuary 2023 meeting
modernisation
26 |Welcome pack 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 500.00 As agreed at January 2023 meeting
27 |Project D 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 TBA
28 PROIECTS 5468.36 | 18750.00 |20300.00 1550.00 13442.00
EXPENDITURE : : : ’ ’
[ T S S S ) [e—
Reclai le VAT
2g |Reclaimable 798 800| 2400.00| 1600.00 2900.00
on the above
S W —
TOTAL
7695.51( 26787.00| 30873.00( -886.00
30 EXPENDITURE 21683.00
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Agenda Item 12/23 Lengthsman

Work completed since last meeting

The bulk of the drainage grant was spent over the past two months with the completion of the routine
drainage work-

HUMBER, FORD & STOKE PRIOR GROUP PARISH COUNCIL
DRAINAGE GRANT
SCHEDULE OF WORKS 2023

Price Per
Works Carried Out Visit/Hour Total
Month of January 2023
Scraping of drain tops, reinstatement of grippers and digging out
sections of ditches where appropriate on the following roads:
Ci112 - from Ford Bridge into the village and up past school
C1110 - from parish boundary with Leominster on Stoke Prior
Lane to the triangle in the village and up the hill to where it
meets the C1055 road
U94005 - Wickton Lane/Hilltop Lane
U94005 - Church Road
C1055 - leading from Drum Crossroads to junction with C1110
C1110 - leading from junction with C1055 through Risbury to
Parish boundary just beyond Maidenhyde
C1113 - Bowley Lane from junction with C1110 to parish
boundary with Bodenham
U9g4010 - Enfield Lane
Ug4011 - Marston Stannett up to the Council Houses
U94009 - Popland Lane
Ug4012 - Turning Ways
Works to include use of mini digger/diesel and labour charge
including traffic management
Works carried out: weeks commencing 16 & 23 January £3,807.50 £3,807.50
Nett Cost = £3,807.50
VAT @ 20% = £761.50
INVOICE TOTAL = £4,569.00

The remainder of the drainage grant (approx.. £600) will contribute to the cost of work on The Heath.
The Heath work is expected to complete during March 2023.
The Lengthsman has advised of some additional works in Risbury as follows-

“In Risbury Village, there is a ditch on the RHS at the top side of the Village Hall outside The
Brambles which is very badly silted up with gravel and debris. We cannot dig this ditch out and put
the debris on the verge as this is mowed neatly and also has daffodils growing on it and is not wide
enough to take the volume of waste which would need to be dug out. Whilst on site looking at this
ditch, the resident's son (Chris Thomas from Pencombe) has stated that if the Parish Council were
prepared to pay for the traffic management and also the labour charge to dig out the ditch, that he
would be prepared to take away the waste on the day.
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If you are agreeable with this, then the cost to carry out these additional works would be £150.00 +
VAT to include the labour charge, including traffic management and use of digger/diesel.

In respect of Poplands Lane, going down the lane there is a property on the LHS (we believe this to
be Poplands Cottage), the resident has come out and has stated that although the ditch does need
digging out, this has been done previously and paid for by the Parish Council and the rubbish
removed (by myself). If the Parish Council wish to carry out this additional work then the cost would
be £300.00 + VAT which will include the removal of rubbish from site into a skip located in
Leominster.”

The above works sound worthwhile and reasonably priced and, subject to inspection, could be
considered as part of next year’s program.

Agenda Item 36/23 Provision of a defibrillator for Stoke Prior

A Stoke Prior resident has asked Council if a defibrillator can be supplied for Stoke Prior. Council will
know that Risbury already has a machine in the K6 telephone kiosk outside the village hall.

The nearest machine to Stoke Prior is at Leominster Golf Club (Ford Bridge) which is 1.6 miles away.
Estimated driving time is 4 minutes.

The next nearest machine is the Risbury one at 2.2 miles and 6 minutes estimated driving time.
There are two main methods of financing the provision of a defibrillator-

Outright purchase — Machines vary greatly in price but typically suitable machines are around £1000.
A heated cabinet is needed if machine is outdoors (which for public access machines is usually a
necessity) £500 plus a mains electricity connection. Running costs over 5 years are replacement
battery £200 plus 2 pad sets £90 say £60/year over 5 years.

Often, but not always, directly purchased machines are paid for by community fund raising and match
funding from the Parish Council. A £1m Government fund/grant scheme (match funded) was
announced in December 2022 to increase the number of public defibrillators by 2000. The scheme
appears not yet to be live since it does not appear in the gov.uk Government grant search.

Rental — companies are increasingly providing rental and support packages. These packages range
from simply providing fund raising support through to fully managed services involving no initial
capital outlay. Quotes are difficult to come by without a full application process but some companies
advertise costs from £1/day. Over 5 years such an arrangement looks roughly similar in cost to
outright purchase (but without the issue of management)

A recent Government press release announced that all state funded schools will have a defibrillator
provided by the end of the 22/23 academic year. It is not clear if these would also be publicly
available.

Council should discuss and decide-
Does Stoke Prior justify another defibrillator given the current level of provision
If such a requirement is justified how should the provision be funded.

Agenda item 38/23 Investigating the wider aims and specific objectives of the Group PC
Climate emergency declarations have been made by multiple jurisdictions in the United Kingdom,
including city, county, and borough councils. Bills to declare a climate emergency have also been
introduced in several other jurisdictions.

Several bills have been introduced to the Parliament of the United Kingdom which would declare a
climate emergency, but none have passed.
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Wikipedia lists a large number (but not quite all) of principal local authorities which have declared a
climate emergency, including Herefordshire Council.
Quite a number of Parish Councils have also followed suit but there does not appear to be a list of
these Councils. However, NALC is a strong supporter of local Councils declaring a climate
emergency and has listed the following actions a local Council can take (very similar to Council’s
emerging Environmental project)-
e Declare a climate emergency
o Create a task force to establish a green agenda that includes developing a resilience policy
and engaging in flood defence measures
o Develop and promote green transport plans, including safe routes to school
e Ensure that all council buildings are as energy-efficient as possible and that energy is not
wasted through unnecessary heating and lighting
e Use green energy sources and environmentally friendly products
e Plan for a green community in a neighbourhood plan
o Limit the use of plastics, especially single-use plastics, in your council
e Reduce waste and recycle as much as possible
e Protect important open spaces and carbon sinks and consider creating a community orchard
and/or wildflower meadow and/or allotments
e Look at the existing powers of councils regarding climate change

On balance Council decided at its last meeting that there is no downside to making such a declaration and
there could be many advantages such as gathering local support, justifying funding requests, working with
other agencies and underpinning projects and initiatives.
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Agenda item 39/23 Elections May 2023 — Update and Any Questions?

The whole election process is triggered by posting the Notice of Elections. This Notice has already been
posted in Herefordshire on Monday 6 March 2023 (somewhat early since the last day for posting the Notice
is 27 March).

Once the Notice is posted then nhomination forms can be completed and submitted by candidates. The
Clerk has received 11 sets of Nomination Papers. These papers can also be obtained online from
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/elections-1/elections-4-may-2023. If the online service is used the
papers must be printed off for completion.

Importantly once the Notice is posted Councils enter the period of “purdah” which means they should not
undertake activities or make decisions which advantage sitting Councillors (and by implication
disadvantage candidates who are not Councillors).

Candidates have until 4pm on Tuesday 4 April to submit their completed Nomination Papers. However, it
is important to note-

e 4pm Tuesday 4 April is a hard deadline. Any papers received after this deadline will be
disregarded.

¢ The Nomination Papers must be hand delivered to the Returning Officer, Electoral Services, Town
Hall, St. Owen St. Hereford, HR1 2PJ between 10am and 4pm on any working day. There are
other locations available in the market towns for handing in papers and these are listed in the
Notice. These locations are only open on specified days.

o Delivery of Nomination Papers by any means other than hand delivered originals is invalid.
Electronic submission in any form is not valid.

Submission well before 4 April has advantages. Electoral Services will check that the Nomination Papers
have been correctly completed and will notify candidates of any changes necessary to submit a valid
nomination. This service will not be available on 4 April but will operate until 4pm 3 April.

If candidates wish the check to be carried out, they may send their papers electronically for checking.
Even if the papers are correct this is NOT a submission. The hand delivery rule still applies.

The list of valid nominations will be published no later than 4pm on 5 April.
The Notice of Poll will be published no later than 25 April.
Polling Day is Thursday 4 May 2023.

The current Parish Council retires on the fourth day after polling day. This year however, due to the
Coronation (Saturday 6 May) and the Monday Bank Holiday the “fourth day” is reckoned as Thursday 11
May. At that point the new Councillors should have signed their Acceptance of Office and be ready for the
Annual Meeting of the Council which will be Wednesday 17 May 2023.

Election expenses (even nil returns) must be submitted by Thursday 8 June (if election result declared
before midnight) or Friday 9 June (if result declared after midnight).

The full election timetable follows-
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https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/elections-1/elections-4-may-2023

Local Government Elections

04 May 2023

Election Timetable

Publication of notice of election

Delivery of nomination papers on any working day
from

Deadline for delivery of nomination papers
Deadline for withdrawals of nomination

Deadline for the notification of appointment of
election agent

Publication of first interim election notice of
alteration

Publication of statement as to persons nominated
Deadline for receiving applications for registration
Deadline for receiving new postal applications
Deadline for receiving new postal proxy applications

Deadline for changes to existing postal or proxy
votes

Publication of second interim election notice of
alteration

Deadline for Voter Authority Certificate applications
Publication of notice of poll

Deadline for receiving new proxy applications

First time that eleclors can apply for an emergency
proxy

Deadline for notification of appointment of polling
and counting agents

Publication of final election notice of alteration

First date that electors can apply for replacements
for lost postal votes

Last time for re-issue of spoilt or lost postal votes

Last time to alter the register due to clerical error or
court appeal

POLLING DAY
Deadline for emergency proxy applications

Last day for delivery of return as to election
expenses

Last day for delivery of return as to election
expenses

Deadline for sending postal vote identifier rejection
notices

Herefordshire Council
Electoral Services Office
Town Hall

St Owen Street
Hereford

HR1 2PJ

10am to 4pm

4pm
4pm
dpm

Not later than 4pm

Spm
Spm
Spm

Spm
Not later than
Spm
5pm

Spm
9pm

(7am to 10pm)
Spm

If result is declared before midnight

If result is declared after midnight
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Monday, March 08, 2023
Tuesday, March 07, 2023

Tuesday, April 04, 2023
Tuesday, April 04, 2023
Tuesday, April 04, 2023

Tuesday, April 04, 2023

Wednesday, April 05, 2023
Monday, April 17, 2023
Tuesday, April 18, 2023
Tuesday, April 18, 2023
Tuesday, April 18, 2023

Tuesday, April 18, 2023

Tuesday, April 25, 2023
Tuesday, April 25, 2023
Tuesday, April 25, 2023
Tuesday, April 25, 2023

Wednesday, April 26, 2023

Wednesday, April 26, 2023
Thursday, April 27, 2023

Thursday, May 04, 2023
Thursday, May 04, 2023

Thursday, May 04, 2023
Thursday, May 04, 2023
Thursday, June 08, 2023

Friday, June 09, 2023

Friday, August 04, 2023

Paul Walker
Returning Officer
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