Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior 

Group Parish Council

Minutes of the Planning Committee held on 
Monday 27 March 2017 at 7.30pm in Stoke Prior Village Hall
Present:
Cllr Mike Hubbard (Chairman)

Cllr Ken Bemand



Cllr Hugh Fowler-Wright

Cllr William Jackson

Cllr Gill Stovold 

Cllr Rodney Thompson
With:
Mr Philip Brown (Clerk)
And:
3 members of the public
PC01/17
Apologies for absence


None.
PC02/17
Declaration of interests and dispensations


There were no declarations of interests or applications for dispensations under Standing Order 25(d).
PC03/17
Minutes of last meeting

Resolved: to approve the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting of 21 December 2016.

PC04/17
Matters for report arising from the minutes


None.
PC05/17
Planning Applications: matters for report 


(a)
Application 163560: Land opposite Old Hall, Stoke Prior – site for 8 dwellings

Reported: The application was granted with conditions on 14 February 2017. The Section 106 agreement for the previous application does not apply to the approved application.

(b)
Application 162475: Land adjacent to Heath Farm, Stoke Prior – proposed dwelling

Reported: The application was granted with conditions on 24 February 2017.

(c)
Application 163488: Land at side of The Lamb Inn: site for residential development

Reported: The application was refused on 6 March 2017 because (i) the proposed development would undermine the long term viability of the only public house in the parishes contrary to Core Strategy policy SC1 and the Neighbourhood Development Plan Policy HFSP10; and (ii) the erection of a dwelling in close proximity to the public house and car park would have an adverse impact on the amenity of future occupants of the dwelling, contrary to Core Strategy Policy SC1.

(d)
Application 170361: Old Hall Farm – proposed agricultural road (prior notification of permitted development)


Reported: The prior notification was advertised by public notice on 15 February, for members of the public to make comments. On 8 March 2017 it was determined that prior approval is not required.

(e)
Application 163322: Land at The Field Stud Farm, Risbury – Erection of housing unit

Reported:  The application was considered by Herefordshire Council’s Planning Committee on 15 March 2017 and approved by 6 votes to 5. Cllr Hubbard spoke at the meeting to give the supporting views of the Council agreed at on 21 November. The applicants had written to the Council to thank them for their support.
PC06/17
Planning Application 170354: Land adjacent to Alverstoke, Hereford Road, Wharton – Residential development of up to four detached dwellings with associated private gardens, garaging and shared private drive access
(a)
Received: the application (circulated 16 March 2017).

(b)
Noted: The application was outside of the Group Parish (in Leominster parish), but had been notified to the Parish Council as being close to the parish boundary. No comments from the public or councillors had been received except from Cllr Wilson, who noted that the development did not specify the planned number of houses or their type.
(c)
The applicants made an oral statement and answered questions from councillors: they stated that the land was not good agricultural land and the intention was to build up to four houses on the lower slope of the field, with a single shared access with a traffic splay. This access would probably be changed so as to avoid facing the cottage on the other side of the road. The type and size of houses was undecided, and smaller properties might be considered. Surface drainage would be to the main drain under the road. 
(d)
Resolved: to submit the following comments: The Council notes that the site is outside of the Group Parish and will not directly affect residents of our parishes. However, with the county-wide need for smaller properties, it would be desirable for the development to include some of these. It was also essential that potential problems with traffic access onto the busy main road and adequate drainage of surface water were addressed.
PC07/17
Planning Application 170612: Cherry Tree Cottage and Eucalyptus Cottage, Stoke Prior –  


Proposed conversion from 2 dwellings into 1
(a)
Received: the application (circulated on 11 March 2017).
(b)
Noted: comments submitted in advance by Cllrs Thomas and Wilson, against the application because it would reduce the number of smaller dwellings in the parishes when more of these were needed.
(c)
Noted: A letter from the applicants, who were unable to be present, explaining the history of the cottages, which were built as a single unit with a shared living room, and the need for these now to be converted to one dwelling to provide appropriate living accommodation for the family.

(d)
Resolved: to submit the following comments: The Council supports the application. The two properties were originally built as a single unit with a shared living room, and the proposed development will better meet the residential needs of the family which lives on-site to run a local business. The development will not alter the footprint of the building or make changes which significantly impact upon the surrounding area.
The meeting closed at 8.18pm.

Signed ..................................................(Chairman)

Date ..............................

DRAFT – subject to confirmation
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